LAND TENURE	189
of the bureau. This is a peculiar practice different
from that of other parts of the same district. The actual
amount of payment is not necessarily equal to the
amount written on the demand notice. As an old
agent told me, " The villagers are illiterate. They
don't know how to calculate from rice to money.
There is no receipt or anything like that." If the
tenant refuses to pay, the agent has power to arrest him
and put him into the prison of the district government.
But if the tenant is really unable to pay, he will be
released at the end of the year. It is no use keeping
him in prison and leaving the farms uncultivated.
A more detailed description of the system of rent
collecting would be beyond the scope of the present
study. But it is interesting to notice the different
attitudes of the tenants towards their obligations.
By the old people, rent payment is regarded as a
moral duty. As some of them said : " We are good
people. We never refuse to pay our rent. We cannot
steal even when we are poor. How then can we refuse
to pay rent ? "—" Why do you pay your rent ? "—
" The landlord owns the land. We cultivate his land*
We only have the land surface. The surf ape cannot
exist without the subsoil/' These positive sanctions
are adequate to maintain the institution, It is not
only the fear of imprisonment that makes the tenants
discharge their obligation. Where the tenant does not
pay the rent, it is on account of distress for which he
has no responsibility such as famine, illness, etc* A
good landlord will then allow exemptions and
reductions.
Recently the situation has been changing, Xh€
economic depression in the rural district has made
rent a heavy burden on the peasant, and the uicome

